C 25 H 27 N 3 S 2 ,monoclinic, P2 1 /n (no. 14), a =8.2943(4) Å, b =8.5039(4) Å, c =33.587(2) Å, b =95.921(4)°, V =2356.4 Å 3 , Z =4,R gt (F) =0.0451, wR ref (F 2 ) =0.1340, T =150 K.
separated. The light-brown lower layer was dissolved in 40% ethanol (60 mL) below 268 K. The mixture was kept in an ice-bath and 3-methylbenzyl chloride (26.5 mL, 0.2 mol) was added drop wise with vigorous stirring. The major product, which was sticky and white was filtered and left overnight to dry over anhydrous silica gel in ad esiccator. Recrystallization to yield analytically pure S-3-methylbenzyldithiocarbazate wasa chievedf romh ot acetonitrile. S-3-Methylbenzyldithiocarbazate (2.12 g, 0.01mol) wasd issolved in hot acetonitrile (100m l) anda ddedt oa n equimolar solutiono f6 -methyl-2-acetylpyridine (1.35g ,0 .01 mol) in ethanol (25 ml). 
Experimental details
TheC-bound Hatoms were geometrically placed (C-H =0.95-0.99 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) =1.2-1.5U eq (C).
Discussion
Dithiocarbazate salts are produced on treatment of substituted hydrazines with carbon disulfide, at low temperature and in the presence of base. Alkylation of these salts with different alkyl/arylh alides gives dithiocarbazate esters. The hydroxide concentration plays an important role in determining whether a dithiocarbazateester or diesterisformed [2] .Sometimes during the preparation of thedithiocarbazate, acyclized diester can be isolated as ab y-product in the presence of CS 2 ,K OH and triethylamine at higher temperatures or with the use of certain aryl/alkylhalides [3, 4] .Inthe present study, the compound was synthesized using ac onventional method where the ratio of KOH:CS 2 was 1:1 and its isolation indicates the thermodynamic stability of the diester dithiocarbazate. The molecularstructure (cf. figure)comprisesaplanar centralS 2 CN 2 residue with ar.m.s. deviation of 0.0297 Å; maximum deviations =0 .0393(10) and -0.0391(13) Åfor the N2 andN1atoms,respectively. Theterminalpyridylring is slightlytwisted out of this plane,forming adihedral angle of 11.41(12)°. Whilet his planaritye xtends out to include the S1-and S2-bound methylene-C atoms, the C10-S2-C1-N1 and C2-S1-C1-N1t orsion angles are 0. (2) 4e 0.66088 (7) 1.07425 (6) (11) 
